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1. TMsopinioactrntains indications lelati!^ to IliefoUowiag items: 
[Xj Box No. I Basis of fee opinion 

j I Box No. n Eriadly 

I I Box No. in Non-estabMjnient of opinion -with regard to novelty, inventive step and indjisttial applicability 

I I BoxNo.rv Lack of unity of iavention 

BoxNo. V ReasoiiedstatenientunderRule436/5.1(a](i) withregardtonovelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statemeat 

[ I Box No. VI Certain documents dted 

[ I BoxNo. VE Certain defects in the international applicatian 

I I Box No. Vni Certain observations on the intemational application 

2. FORTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliodnaty esmm^aa. is made, this opinion will be considered to be a voitten opinion of the 
Memational Erdimioary Examining Authfflrity ("lEEA") excq* that this does not ^pply vidiere the appKcant chooses an 
Authority other than this one to be IPEA and flie chosen IPEA has notified the Memadonal Bureau under Rule 66. Ibisdo) 

that -written opinions of this fiitemational Searching Authoritjf v/illnot be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the PEA the applicant is invited to submit to the 
IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from Hie date of 
mailing of Form PCT/ISA/220 or before the e:g)iiation of 22 months firom the priority date, whichever expires later. 
For further opinions, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING ADTHORITy 



Memational applicatiaa No. 
PCT/NO 2004/000205 



Box No. I Basis of this opinion 



1 . Witk regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the baas of the intemational application in the language 
in. ■wiiich it -was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This opinion lias been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 
, which, is the language of a translation famished for the purposes of international search (under Rules 12.3 and 



2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the inteniational application and necessary to the 
claimed invei^oa, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 



23.1(b)). 



I I a sequence listing 




b. 



format of material 

I I in writtead format 

I 1 in computer readable form 



c. 



time of filing /fiimisbiTi g 




3- In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence hsting and/or table relating thereto has been 

filed or fiimished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to 
that in the ^hcation as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 



4. Additional cammeats: 
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INTERNAIIONAL SEARCHING ADTHORITY 



Jhtemational application No. 

PCT/NO 2004/000205 



Box No. V Rcasoaed statement under Ruk 436n. l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations siipporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Noveltj'CN) Claims 1-22, 24 . YES 

Claims 23, 25 NO 

Inventive step (B) Claims 1-22, 24 YES 

Claims 23, 25 NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims . 1-25 YES 

, Claims NO 



2 . Citations and explanations: 

The claimed invention relates to a method of manufacturing 
a gas diffusion electrode, an electrode manufactured by 
such a method, a gas diffusion electrode and to the use of 
the gas diffusion electrode. 

The aim of the invention is to provide a process for the 
production of thin hydrophobic gas diffusion electrodes 
which is suitable for continuous production lines and which 
alleviates the problems related to prior art wet and dry 
preparation methods. For this purpose, the method and 
electrodes possess the features described in .the 
characterizing part of claims 1, 23 and 24 respectively. 

The following documents are cited in the International 
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Claims 


1- 


-22, 


24: 





The invention defined in claims 1-22, 2 4 is not disclosed 
by any of these documents. The cited documents D1-D7 do not 
give any indication that would lead a person skilled in the 

• * • / » • • 
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Supptemental Box 

In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient 

Continuation of: BoX V 



art to the claimed method, gas diffusion electrode or use 
of the same. Therefore, the claimed invention according to 
claims 1-22, 24 is not obvious to a person skilled in the 
art. It is also considered to be industrially applicable. 

Claims 23, 25: 

An independent claim should clearly specify all of the 
essential features needed to define the invention except in 
so far as such features are implied in generic terms used 
(PCT/GL/part Il/chapter 5.33) . The requirement that the 
claims shall be clear applies to individual claims and also 
to the claims as a whole (PCT/GL/part Il/chapter 5.31) . 

Claim 23 in the application is not formulated in a clear 
and concise manner (PCT Article 6) . The claim does not 
clarify that the electrode described, manufactured by a 
method according to any of claims 1-22 , has properties 
that distinguish it from electrodes manufactured by other 
methods, such as the ones described in the documents above. 
It is not clarified that the product described in claim 23 
can only be defined by the process steps according to 
claims 1-22 by which the product is made. The method 
described according to claims 1-22 does not give the 
electrode features which are included in claim 23, where 
these features distinguish the electrode from prior art. 

Therefore, the electrode according to claim 23 and the 
field of application according to claim 25 lack novelty. 
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